
Comprehensive Exam 

 

 

The Research Advisory Committee is responsible for administering the comprehensive examination which students should take at the 

completion of the regular coursework and the internship. This examination, intended to assess scholastic and intellectual capacity, 

focuses on the student’s ability to integrate knowledge form the classroom and the internship. The written comprehensive examination 

is conducted and evaluated in accordance with the policies and procedures of the UMES Graduate School. It is in the student’s best 

interest to complete the comprehensive examination as early as possible after completion of the coursework and the internship. Areas 

of the examination will be chosen by the Research Advisory Committee from a general list formulated by the Coordinator of the 

Education Leadership  

 

The chair of the Research Advisory committee will schedule the written portion of the comprehensive examination no sooner than 10 

working days and no later than 20 working days upon receipt of the written notice of intent. If failed, the comprehensive examination 

may, be retaken in its entirety within one year but no sooner than 40 working days after the initial written portion of the examination. 

Failure to re-examine within one year or the second failure of the comprehensive examination results in cancellation of matriculation 

and dismissal from the program. 

 

Students will complete the written components of the Comprehensive Examination together over a weekend scheduled after Strand 

courses have been completed (usually summer semester of the second year).  Students will write the Comprehensive Examination 

together on a Saturday.  Four Research Advisory Committees (one for each cohort) will meet to read/evaluate the written 

examinations when completed.  Evaluation criteria and processes are determined in a joint session of all four committees.  Research 

Advisory Committees will conduct oral examinations in concert and embedded in the formal RAC meetings; initial and 

proposal/dissertation defenses. The RAC oral examinations schedule will be established well in advance for the convenience of all 

members who will attend. 

 

http://www.umes.edu/OrgLeadership/Comprehensive%20Exam%20Process.doc

